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Position paper – Meaning and importance of participation
Only few Czech people can imagine participation as joining, taking part in public issues. For example it is taking part in activities of some nongovernmental organization helping other people, organize meetings, discussions, debates, lectures etc. We can also participate in community services, state policy or in environmental issues. Participation is always voluntary and people can expect good feeling or development of key competences – communication, problem solving, civic, work, social and in general the competence to learn new things - as a reward.
In detail we focused on:

a) advantages of participation:

· Young people contribute their surroundings through their voluntary activity.

· Young people are rewarded with good feeling from their work.

· HR workers perceive „extra“ activity in CV as something more than „common“ education and it can help during job interviews. 

· Gaining and/or developing new key competences, experience, knowledge, information and also improving foreign language.
· Young person feels that he/she is the part of a group with which he/she does activities. Also he/she is spending free time actively. 
b) disadvantage of participation:

· As disadvantage young people perceive that schools do not recognise their activities.
· “Extra” activity is still perceived as something unusual. Other people often do not understand what participation is about. Although, people can change their opinion on participation, but discrimination, misunderstanding and criticism often comes before that.

· Young people think that discrimination is caused with inadequate promotion of participation. Student who craves for information cannot only sit at school. At school we cannot learn about communication, discussing, presenting. 
· Three quarters of young people think that teachers at school do not understand these activities. They only see that students are missing at school. Also family and friends often do not understand the meaning of participation.
c) Voting as a form of participation:

· In the European Union there are discussions about decreasing the voting age to 16 years. Structured dialogue with youth presents youth statement about decreasing of voting level in the Czech Republic: “Young people consider decreasing of voting level to 16 years as a solution which must be preceded by a good handling of citizenship education of youth.”
· Young people think that if promotion about the meaning of elections among people from the age 16 to 26 would be developed, it could raise the voter turnout and the future of elections could be saved. Although, the situation among young people is not clear.
